YEARS  OF WAVERING

Lad him shot, while his wife, Carlotta, rushed as a suppliant to Saint-
Cloud, where she threw herself on the floor before the Emperor, then
dashed to implore the Pope in Rome and, having obtained nothing, finally
went mad. Such was the appalling balance sheet of an operation to which
the French public not improperly ascribed motives of personal profit
and which brought on further internal troubles. France was heartily weary
of the Emperor's great notions. It's all very well to study the life of
Caesar, but for God's sake, Sire, study it during the leisure which would
be afforded you by a thorough and certain peace/ The need for rest
was general; in the Legislative Body, an alliance was being arranged
between Bonapartists tired of personal power and liberals tired of sterile
opposition. Emile Ollivier had broken with the Left, Louis Buffet with
the authoritarian imperialists; between those who wanted to overthrow
the Empire and those who wanted it dictatorial, a third party was coming
into being.

Meanwhile, with cynical genius, Bismarck played on Napoleon Ill's
illusions. His nationality policy had embroiled the French Emperor with
Austria because of the support he had lent the Italians in their efforts
towards national unity, and it had embroiled him with Russia because he
favoured a free Poland; it led him to accept, in contempt of the law,
Prussia's annexation of the Danish provinces of Schleswig and Holstein.
The Emperor was not alarmed at seeing Prussia become the centre of a
North German Confederation since he imprudently believed that there-
after Germany would look for French support. "When in 1865 Bismarck
asked him for an interview at Biarritz and, with seeming frankness, an-
nounced that he was going to declare war against Austria in order to
expel her from the Germanic Confederation, that he was going to revise
the German Constitution and make an alliance with Italy, and that, in
return for French neutrality, he would gladly permit France to gain
certain territorial compensations, once again Napoleon was seduced. He
thought that here was a means of making good his Mexican reverses
by tearing up the 1815 treaties. Crafty Bismarck had been careful not
to put anything in writing. His war against Austria in 1866 was a
triumph won within a few weeks, which for the first time displayed the
scientific and industrial nature of modern warfare: quick mobilization,
superior weapons and the systematic use of railways led to Prussia's
lightning victory, and she speedily set up the Confederation of North
Germany. The only risk Bismarck had run was the mobilization of the
French army along the Rhine at a moment when German strength was
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